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Afghan children who live in Malakasa refugee accommodation site participate enthusiastically at the pilot of SUP’s new
program, the Science Fun Club, on June 215, 2025, at Blossom Hill’s community center Sama.

On the right appears Blossom Hill Foundation’s summer intern Layla who was assisting the activities that day.

Photo: Ismini Tzourntou/Science United Project
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Name of Project Science United Project
Geographic Focus Greece
Number of original target beneficiaries Goal |-Teacher Training: 30 teachers with

students from MENA and Afghanistan

Goal 2-Distribution of Science Kits: 1500
science kits for 250 children from MENA and
Afghanistan

Goal 3-Science United Festival: |10
participating students from MENA and
Afghanistan

Goal 4-HELLO Science: 120 students from
MENA and Afghanistan

Number of beneficiaries reached in total Goal |-Teacher Training: 49 teachers and
education coordinators with students from
MENA and Afghanistan

Goal 2-Distribution of Science Kits in Greece:
1,281 science kits for 214 children from MENA
and Afghanistan and 73 classmates taught by
public school/NGO teachers and by our team.
Goal 3-Science United Festival: 83 participating
students from MENA and Afghanistan and 401
classmates

Goal 4-HELLO Science: 126 students from
MENA and Afghanistan and 4 classmates
received |27 science kits

Number of girls/number of boys reached so | Goal 2-Distribution of Science Kits:

far Girls 93 Boys |13 from MENA and Afghanistan
Girls 25 Boys 31 classmates from other
backgrounds

Goal 3-Science United Festival:

Girls 36 Boys 47 from MENA and Afghanistan
Girls 190 Boys 21| classmates from other
backgrounds

Goal 4-HELLO Science:

Girls 0 Boys 126 from MENA and Afghanistan
Girls 0 Boys 4 classmates from other

backgrounds
Fellowship Amount $ 30,000
Year-to-Date Expenditures $ 29.647
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Total Project Organizational Budget (if
applicable)

August 2024-March 2025: 29,536.60€

Total BH Budget as % of Total
Organizational Budget and as % of Program
Budget

86% of the Total Organizational Budget was
BH.
100% of the Program Budget was BH

List of Additional Sources of Funding
(secured and pending) to meet the
organizational budget

9.66% were from the CIRI Summer camp.
4.5% was from donations from individuals.
We are applying for a 10,000€ grant for an in-
inclusion version of our STEM workshops
called HELLO Science Friends!

Start Date of Fellowship

15 July 2024

End Date of Fellowship

|5 July 2025

Please summarize major goals and highlights
achieved to date.

Science United Project (SUP) addresses the
educational challenges faced by refugee and
asylum-seeking students from MENA and
Afghanistan living in Greece due to language

barriers and lack of access to quality education.
SUP’s work consists of supporting teachers with
training and educational material for experiential
science teaching, hosting the online Science United

Festival for refugee students to present their

science learning and engage in a community of

learners and providing STEM workshops to

unaccompanied students who live in shelters.
the 2024 Blossom Hill Fellowship, SUP’ goals are

summarized here:
e Goal 1: Teacher Training: To empower

“This was one of the two best
learning experiences | have had in
my entire life.”

- Kirollos, 15, newly
arrived unaccompanied child
from Egypt living in an
Emergency Accommodation
Facility in Athens

[The child ‘s statement is referring to
the HELLO Science STEM workshop,
and was made weeks after their
attending the workshop, while showing
their teacher a carefully folded HELLO
Science worksheet.]

For

teachers to deliver experiential science education to displaced students. Activities
included free online experiential workshops for teachers with distribution of science

kits, and ongoing support.

e Goal 2: Science Kit Distribution: To provide science kits to teachers and students in
public schools, shelters, and non-formal education centers, aiming to reach at least

250 students and their classmates.

e Goal 3: Science United Festival: To facilitate the participation of refugee students and
their classmates in the Science United Festival, promoting inclusion and providing

opportunities for skill development.
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e Goal 4: HELLO Science!: To design and implement STEM workshops for
unaccompanied teenagers, addressing their specific needs and language barriers.

In the 12 months of the 2024 Blossom Hill Fellowship, SUP’ programs have reached 425
refugee children and youth from MENA and Afghanistan, along with 478 classmates from
Greece and other backgrounds, having distributed 1,408 science kits insuring equal number of
substantial learning experiences and completed a successful Science United Festival with 26
student teams learning together and from one another. In detail:

e Teacher training workshops were conducted for 49 teachers and Refugee Education
Coordinators (RECs), reaching 30 teachers with students from MENA and Afghanistan
and 19 RECs. Participants reported increased confidence and knowledge in delivering
experiential science lessons.

e 1,281 science kits were distributed to teachers and at SUP team’s workshops at
community centers and schools benefiting 214 refugee children and youth from MENA
and Afghanistan, along with their 73 classmates in 7 locations in Greece.

e The Science United Festival saw the participation of 26 teams, including those with 83
refugee children, allowing them to present their science projects and interact with
peers, engaging 5 scientist mentors providing encouragement.

e Eleven STEM workshops were organized for 130 unaccompanied minors, providing
hands-on learning experiences, 127 science kits and certificates of participation. The
program improved its science curriculum, creating new worksheets and activities.

This year SUP faced challenges, including the high turnover among non-formal education
teachers, requiring extensive outreach to recruit and train new teachers, the limited teacher
availability for active engagement due to heavy workloads and policy changes and budget
constraints, necessitating adjustments to program strategies and staff roles.

SUP is recognizing the value of broader outreach to teachers and schools, even those without
current refugee students, to build networks and disseminate the program's inclusion and
refugee children’s right to quality education message.

Overall, SUP has successfully trained teachers, distributed science kits, and engaged refugee
students in science activities and events. SUP’s work has promoted inclusion, enhanced
students' skills, and provided positive learning experiences. The program's activities are
contributing to addressing the educational needs of displaced students and promoting their
integration into their public-school classes.
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Please list all primary goals, objectives, activities and outcomes for your program:

Goal 1: Teacher Training

Objective I: Training of 30 teachers of displaced students from MENA and
Afghanistan. These teachers will be empowered to teach science experientially to their
displaced students, overcoming the language barrier in the long term, requesting science kits
and giving feedback on their lessons with our material.

Activity |: Communication of call to register in the Online Workshops for teachers.
Outcome: We used direct communication with our network, mass emails through
Mailchimp platform, Press Releases, ads on social media, and a paid ad on socialpolicy.gr
to inform and invite teachers to the Online Workshops.

Key Indicators:
109 teachers and Refugee Education coordinators applied to participate.

Activity 2: Producing and mailing science kits samples to selected participating

teachers and coordinators.
Outcome: We prepared over 50 sets of kit samples, each containing materials for | |
different science kits. Packed and sent via courier mail to 49 teachers and refugee
education coordinators. Not all participants selected complete sets, since each training
day was about a different unit, so numbers of kits per teacher vary, and are available
upon request.
Key Indicators: 436 kits produced, mailed in 46 packages to 49 participants (some
participants received their kits in the same package with another teacher to reduce
shipping costs).

Activity 3: Facilitating Online Workshops for teachers.
Outcome: This school year, we facilitated 3 series of live online workshops for
teachers.
Key Indicators:
3 training series were organized and facilitated in 2024 during the months of
September (23-24-25) and November (5-6-7). We completed one so far in 2025 in
February (25-26-26). Participants received a total of 36 hours of experiential
training.
49 verified participants with students from MENA and Afghanistan, either in
their class (appointed teachers) or in the schools they monitor (Refugee Education
Coordinators-Ministry of Education), between them: 30 verified participant teachers with
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students from MENA and Afghanistan and 17 verified participant Refugee Education
Coordinators from 9 different areas of Greece.

35 teachers responded to the anonymous evaluation form, with over 90% of
them agreeing that the objectives and the content of the training were clear, the duration
of the training was satisfactory, the training material was well organized, the presentation
of the constructions/experiments with the kits was understandable, that they, as
participants, were able to carry out the constructions/experiments with the kits and the
training material as well as the training facilitators supported their participation,
enhancing their knowledge. They stated that they will be able to apply the information
and methods they learned in their teaching, are now better informed about the
implementation of experiential science lessons, are likely to incorporate the training
materials into their teaching and would recommend this training to their colleagues.
Evaluation forms responses are available here in Greek.

Goal 2: Distribution of Science Kits

Objective I: 1500 kits for at least 250 students from MENA and Afghanistan,
producing further impact with all the classmates of our target students benefiting from the
meaningful positive learning experiences, while cultivating collaboration among teachers and
supporting inclusion within their classes between local schools and refugee classes.

Activityl: Distribution of science kits to teachers with students from MENA and
Afghanistan in public schools, unaccompanied minor shelters and non-formal
education centers
Outcome: Distribution of science kits to teachers of refugee children from MENA and
Afghanistan
Key Indicators:
9 teachers from 9 different schools/education centers requested and received
1.183 science kits for 157 children and youth from MENA and Afghanistan
and 64 classmates from Greece and other cultural backgrounds in 6 locations in
Greece.
Activity 2: SUP team’s lessons
Outcome: This program was not in the budget and was added to make up for our
initially small numbers because of all the changes in the refugee education field because of
the end of UNICEF's non-formal education program in camps and metropolitan
areas. At our own lessons in community centers and schools in Korinthos and
Malakasa: 66 children participated, 57 are from MENA and Afghanistan and have
received 98 science kits in 9 sessions.
Key Indicators:


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QWiPNkdm0DgZ_oKTcywKpBqeY_36IJa9?usp=sharing
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I8 hours of science activities

59 children from MENA and Afghanistan

2 community centers: Cheirapsies in Corinthos, Sama in Malakasa

| school, the 2" Middle School of Corinthos
Total reach:
1281 science kits were delivered and taught to 214 refugee children and youth from
MENA and Afghanistan and 73 classmates in 7 locations in Greece.
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Figure | Locations of classes and student teams who have received experiential science learning with SUP's science kits.

Objective 2: New activities and improvement of curriculum

These additions will cover more science concepts, leading to more teacher workshops,
encouraging teachers to request more science kits and provide more positive learning
experiences for their students.

Activity |: This year, we enhanced our science curriculum by developing worksheets that
integrate more math into our science kit activities. In response to teacher feedback, we also
created new HELLO Science workshops that offer additional hands-on activities. These
workshops include new worksheets designed to help students practice math skills and use their
mobile phones for science simulations, calculations, and exploring Wikipedia articles.
Outcome: New worksheets

Key Indicators:

7 new worksheets and games for science kits activities and HELLO Science!

Objective 3: Monitoring impact of science kits and supporting inclusion in public
school classes to record and interpret our results, while conducting educational research.
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Activity |: All teachers submitted lesson plans to request science kits for their classes. We've
begun receiving feedback on how the science kit curriculum is being implemented in
classrooms, and we expect to receive additional feedback by the end of the school year.
Outcome: Impact monitoring via teacher communication and feedback.

Key Indicators:

9 teachers have submitted 23 lesson plans and have received |.183 science kits, 5 of them have
sent us a Reflection Journal with their feedback on their lessons.

Goal 3: Science United Festival

Objective |: Science United Festival: participation of | 10 refugee students
from MENA region and Afghanistan and their classmates, support of their
I5 teachers.

Further impact: more than 80 classmates from various backgrounds will present their work
together with our target students. The Festival promotes inclusion and gives students a chance
to practice their presentation and metacognitive skills, reflect on what they’ve learned, and earn
a certificate to strengthen their CV. It also helps build a sense of community among students
and the 20 teachers who are being supported and empowered through the event.

Activity |: Outreach: Inviting teachers and schools at the Science United Festival

Outcome: We did one presentation at the Greece Education Sector Working Group (ESWG)
facilitated by UNICEF. The ESWG is attended by all stakeholders in refugee education in
Greece, including NGOs and civil society organizations, public schools Refugee Education
Coordinators, the Refugee Education department by the Ministry of Education and the Ministry
of Migration. The ESWG also shared our invitation to all of their members via email.

We published a paid ad to socialpolicy.gr and a newsletter to their audience, a website that is
attended by all humanitarian NGO’s members. We published an announcement at the Athens
Coordination Center for Migrant and Refugee Issues (ACCMR) platform. We also sent several
invitations via our newsletter platform to all multicultural schools, Refugee Education
Coordinators, teachers in our network and we published posts and paid ads on Facebook and
Instagram. Our outreach also included phone calls to all teachers from previous years and 20
Refugee Education Coordinators. On January 28, we also organized and facilitated an
informatory live event in Greek: “What is Science United Festival and how can it help your
class?”’, which was attended by 21 teachers.

Key Indicators:

23 teachers registered at the 2025 Science United Festival

Activity 2: Supporting teachers’ participation at the Science United Festival

Outcome:

Our actions to support teachers were planned to cultivate community and to individually
support teachers who needed it.


https://socialpolicy.gr/2024/12/%ce%bb%ce%ac%ce%b2%ce%b5%cf%84%ce%b5-%ce%bc%ce%ad%cf%81%ce%bf%cf%82-%ce%bc%ce%b5-%cf%84%ce%b7%ce%bd-%cf%84%ce%ac%ce%be%ce%b7-%cf%83%ce%b1%cf%82-%cf%83%cf%84%ce%bf-science-united-festival-2025.html
https://www.accmr.gr/activities/science-united-festival/
https://youtu.be/AP7ua54BXu8?si=FAan29yzm4M7diha
https://youtu.be/AP7ua54BXu8?si=FAan29yzm4M7diha
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We have so far facilitated one teacher community meeting on February 19 in which 10 teachers
participated. As we do every year, we organized workshops in support of Science United
Festival teachers, with volunteer invited speakers.

Workshop “Bringing CERN in the classroom’’ on March |0 with Anastasia Tezari PhD,
live from the European Center for Nuclear Research in Geneva, Switzerland, with an
introduction to Particle Physics, presentation of activities and resources for teachers. 83
teachers participated and the presentation pdf with links was donated to the teachers.
Workshop “Time Management for Teachers’ on March |8 with Rana Mustafa PhD, live
from Dr. Mustafa’s office in Saskatchewan, Canada, presenting the causes and effects of poor
time management and describing methods to identify and fix the time problems in everyday
work life. 19 teachers participated.

These workshops were open for all interested teachers to participate after registering. We
decided to keep all such events open to expand our teachers’ network, disseminate the Festival
and advocate for refugee children’s right to quality education.

Key indicators:

| online teacher community meeting

2 online workshops with 83 and |9 participants

Individualized support of 4 teachers’ participation via email, phone and video editing

2 teachers of refugee children were supported directly by our team to facilitate, film and
produce their science project video, resulting in 3 more teams participating.

Activity 3: Complete the participation of Science United Festival’s teams

Outcome: We had 26 teams participating this year at the Science United Festival, and we
created equal participation pages on the Science United Festival website. The participating
teams have shared with us like every year: a team flag, a team description, a science project
video for up to 5 minutes without children’s faces, their location (city), their cultural
background, the teacher’s name and a photo/avatar of the teacher. This year’s projects spanned
from Engineering, Electromagnetism, to Particle Physics and Cosmology to Chemistry and from
Rocket Science to Sustainable Architecture and Environmental Coding.

Key indicators:

26 participations with equal pages on the Science United Festival website

8 teams with 83 refugee children from MENA and Afghanistan and 76 classmates

I8 teams with children from various other backgrounds, raising awareness on refugee children’s
education and cultivating inclusion.

48 teachers were actively involved.

|4 locations in Greece and | location in Jordan

485 students participated in total.



https://scienceunitedfestival.com/
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Flgure 3 Locations of 2025 Science United Festival's teams. In orange are the teams w:th refugee students from MENA and Afghanistan.

Activity 4: Support Science United Festival teams’ interaction

Outcome: The Science United Festival is held in April and May this year. We extended the
duration of the Festival so that teams can interact by watching each other’s videos and sending
comments and also receive comments from the refugee/displaced scientist mentors.
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Key indicators:

A total of 108 comments were exchanged at the Festival website.

54 comments were exchanged between teams.

54 comments were made from mentors.

3 Refugee/Displaced mentors and 2 SCIENCE WEDNESDAY commentators

Activity 5: Send student and teacher certificates to each participating team.

Outcome: We sent certificates to all participating teams in Greece and Jordan. For
unaccompanied minors, in the cases of the IOM shelters where we did the experiment and
filming together, we delivered the certificates to the teacher right after the activity, and the
teacher added the student names. We have received consent forms signed by parent/guardian
for most of the children participating and when we didn’t have the consent forms, we sent the
certificates with a blank field for the child’s name to be filled by the teacher.

Key indicators:

199 certificates mailed in |3 deliveries via courier in Greece and 21 were given in person to the
children of IOM Shelters in Athens

276 certificates were sent via email to 3 schools in Greece.

36 certificates mailed to Azraq Education and Community Fund in Azraq, Jordan with DHL.

Activity 6: Science United Festival Ending Ceremony

Outcome: We have yet to start organizing the ending ceremony since we are working on the
participations of the Festival.

Key indicators:

The lhour online live Ending Science United Festival Ceremony was livestreamed on June 2",
2025 on YouTube and has 61 views so far.

Objective 2: Outreach and Advocacy in 2 in-person events. To raise awareness on
refugee and migrant children’s potential and right to quality education, while presenting children
and teachers’ achievements and enhancing their CVs.

Activity |: Although we didn’t have this on the revised budget, we did participate in 2
presentation opportunities.

Outcome: a speech at the Psychology Club at Pierce College and one presentation at the
Micro: bit Event in Athens. These presentations were not aimed at promoting solely the
Festival, but the whole idea of refugee children’s access in quality science education.

Key Indicators:

2 presentations

I5 students attended the presentation at Pierce College.

Audience reach in Micro:bit event 100 educators in person and 241 views on YouTube.



https://www.youtube.com/live/4knaktmaweA?si=BovNJIegcUpbWSvJ
https://www.youtube.com/live/6kUNeXXJOac?si=khod9NF1CDQSTV45&t=7100
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Goal 4: HELLO Science!

Objective |: Educational Design of four different 2-hour long STEM workshops for
unaccompanied teenagers who do not speak English or Greek. These workshops will
be tailored to meet the needs of unaccompanied teenagers, without requiring any prior
knowledge. The workshops will contain an evaluation module, in order to record educational
impact on children participating. The produced educational material may be used in the future
by SUP’s beneficiary teachers to many more student groups.

Activity |: Creating four new STEM workshops.

Outcome: We created four new STEM workshops on Mass, Microscopy and Cells, Magnetic
Levitation of metal objects and Superheavy Industrial Machine Relocating, based on our science
kits and we tested them with the unaccompanied teenagers at the shelters. We created two
new worksheets for the new STEM workshops and tested them. The worksheets contain
QRcodes for browsing Wikipedia and using online science simulations.

Key Indicators:

2 new worksheets

4 new teaching scenarios designed and tested.

Objective 2: Organizing and facilitating 20 STEM workshops for at least 120
unaccompanied teenagers from MENA and Afghanistan in collaboration with
shelters.

The workshops will benefit all children of the shelter attending, reaching at least 10 participants
per workshop, leading to a total of 200 students from various locations being inspired to
continue their academic efforts.

Activity |: Organizing and facilitating 20 STEM workshops for at least 120 students from MENA
and Afghanistan

Outcome: We organized | | workshops for 126 unaccompanied minors from MENA and
Afghanistan, along with their 4 classmates from other countries in 4 shelters from 2
organizations. We managed to reach our goal of students from MENA and Afghanistan by
hosting less workshops, because most unaccompanied minors in shelters are from MENA and
Afghanistan.

Key Indicators:

Il workshops

126 unaccompanied children from MENA and Afghanistan

4 unaccompanied children from other countries

I5 hours of STEM learning

127 science kits used by unaccompanied children and kept as gifts.

130 certificates of participation
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Did you encounter any challenges in implementing your program? What did you do to
overcome them!? If they were not possible to overcome, what alternative steps did you take to
continue your program? How can you avoid this in the future?

- Our collaborating teachers changed almost entirely: Almost all the non-formal
education teachers we collaborated with in the past years were let go due to the end of
their UNICEF funding. We had to start over by networking in the public schools and
with the Refugee Education Coordinators. Unaccompanied minors’ teachers still
continue, yet most of them are language teachers, so they usually don’t feel confident
teaching science and they don’t participate in our training.

Public school teachers with our target group of students are mostly contract/
temporary teachers that were placed in the welcome classes for refugee children as late
as November. This leads to catching them late in the school year, with less time to
leverage our support and participate in the Festival. We need to find new ones every
year and have them participate in our training and science kits distribution, as well as the
Science United Festival.

Many public-school teachers are overwhelmed by rapid shifts in educational policy,
increasing bureaucracy, and a negative climate created by numerous evaluation
procedures. As a result, they have less time and capacity for active engagement,
including requesting science kits after participating in training and the Science United
Festival, both of which require an elevated level of involvement.

- Budget lacking: We were already aware that this year’s funding wouldn’t be enough
to cover salaries and other costs. Yet we were hoping we would have the time to find
other sources of funding and work on the sustainability of our organization. Due to the
teacher turnover, we needed to readjust our strategies and put a lot of effort into
outreach. When we realized that this wouldn’t be enough, we worked towards
increasing our reach with our own science education programs directly to students.
This didn’t leave much time for other fundraising, and we didn’t have the opportunities
for paid projects as we did the previous years. We plan to explore all kinds of
opportunities in Spring. In order for the organization to continue, Katerina resigned her
salary position as a Lead Teacher on April 15 and worked as a volunteer until August.

What are the major lessons you learned from implementing this program this year? What
worked and what did not?

- Our field of work requires constant adaptation to the changes of policy and funding.

- We really need to work on expanding our team, since as soon as we were given a new
employee through a program from DYPA (Greek Public Employment Service), our work
was immediately more efficient and plausible, and there was time for us to write this
report and attempt to write another proposal at the same time.

- All the work we do counts and builds our network and reputation, along with sending
an advocacy message about refugee children’s right to quality education. We are
realizing it’s best to keep our work open also for some teachers and schools who don’t

14
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currently have refugee students, because they will spread our message to their school
communities as well.

What do you need to make this program sustainable? Do you have any assessments to indicate
that the program is evidence-based and proven to be successful? If so, please share them. Do
you feel you can replicate this program in other refugee areas at this time? If so, where and
what would this entail?

As mentioned before, this year was hard both economically and in terms of reaching the goals.
This led to a delay in our pursuit of sustainability, since there were no resources for that.
Becoming sustainable is another big project on its own and requires time, effort and economic
resources as well. We are working on our sustainability by building a strategic plan for the next
3-5 years with the aid of the program HIGGS Accelerator in which we have been actively
participating since April. This program is supporting us in pursuing more grants from
foundations and the EU. We also plan to acquire accreditations (NGO Registry of the Ministry
of Migration, Accreditation as a Lifelong Learning Center, NonProfit Registry of the Ministry of
Economics) that will allow us to pursue more grants and provide our services and materials for
a fee.

We have all kinds of data that highlight our project’s success, yet there’s always room for
improvement. You can find here the evaluation data we have from our programs this year so
far.

Regarding our 3 teacher training sessions, more than 95% of the 35 participants that completed
the anonymous evaluation form agreed that the objectives of the training were clear, the
content of the training was clear and satisfactory, the duration of the training was satisfactory,
the training material was well organized, the presentation of the constructions/experiments
with the kits was understandable, | was able to carry out the constructions/experiments with
the kits, the training material supported the participants' participation, the training facilitators
supported the participants' participation, the training enhanced my knowledge, that they will be
able to apply the information and methods they learned in their teaching, they are now better
informed about implementing experiential science lessons, they are more likely to incorporate
the program's educational materials into their teaching and they would recommend this training
to my colleagues. (See charts below)
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Participating Teacher’s quote: “l got a lot of ideas for teaching science, | learned ways to make
it even more playful, with language not being a problem, and | understood in more depth why
certain things happen that we overlooked in experiments.”

On the evaluation of the 2025 Science United Festival, ten teachers from nine schools and
educational centers of NGOs participated. The evaluation was carried out by completing a
detailed questionnaire. Below are the summary results, as well as some of the teachers'
responses. It is indicative that all those who completed the questionnaire stated that they
intend to participate in the Science United Festival again next year.

The Science United Festival was a valuable experience for me (the teacher) to participate in with my

students | To Science United Festival itav pia moAOTIpN epnelpia yia epéva (Tov/Tny EKNALEUTIKG)

10 responses

8

0(0%)

0(0%)

0 (0%)

2 (20%)

8 (80%)

1

3
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The Science United Festival was a valuable experience for the students in my class to participate in
| To Science United Festival fjtav pia moAUTIUN epnetpia yla Toug/TIg paBnTEG/TPLES TNG TAENG Hou
10 responses

10.0

9 (90%)
75

5.0

25

Q%) 0 (%) i 1 (10%)

1 2 3 4 5

0.0

Did you feel supported by the Festival Organizing Committee? | AlgBaverkate oTL AdBate
LTIOCTAPLEN amé TNV OpyavwTIKN ETULTpOT) Tov GecTIRAA;
10 responses

@ Yes | Nai
@ No | Oy

If you were able, would you return to next year's event? | Av eival ek 16 and nheupdg oag, 8a
EMAEYATE VA CUPPETEXETE Kal AL oTo Science United Festival Tnv emépevn xpovid;
10 responses

@ Yes | Nai
@ No | Oy
| don't know | Aev yvwpifw

In what ways did your students’ participation in the Festival support their learning of science
concepts, scientific and engineering processes, and/or the nature of science?

"The children learned basic terms and saw everything in practice! They acted on their own,
experimented, and achieved the desired result! "
K. Giovani, IOM Unaccompanied Minors Shelter at Piraeus, Attica

"Through experiments and the way objects react in nature."
N. Mitsioni, KEAN Larissa Accommodation Facility for Unaccompanied Minors

Having watched the videos of the other groups, what benefits do you think your students
gained from the videos of the other groups?
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“They got to know other kids, picked up scientific ideas, and learned stuff that'll be useful in
their lives.”
Th. Giannouli, 2r4 Middle School of Korinthos

"They followed the projects with the same enthusiasm as their own, feeling like members
of a large group of children and students!"
K. Giovani, IOM Unaccompanied Minors Shelter at Piraeus, Attica

"They saw how the other teams worked and got new ideas.”
M. Kotsiopoulos, KEAN Larissa Accommodation Facility for Unaccompanied Minors

Which mentors did you choose and how did you introduce them to your students? What were
the students' reactions to the video stories? What was the value of the video stories for your
students?

“After watching the videos of Raghad Zino and Dr. Rana Mustafa, we had a focused
discussion in class:

Raghad Zino touched the students with her spontaneity and sincerity. They identified with
the idea that obstacles should not define us but empower us.

Dr. Rana Mustafa gave the children a unique way of thinking—to ask "how" and "what"
instead of "why." Many children repeated this later and connected it to their own questions
about the project.

The students' reactions were deeply emotional and enthusiastic. They were impressed by
the fact that the mentors came from diverse backgrounds, making them feel that they too
can evolve, strive, and dream, regardless of where they start.”

P. Ploumidaki, International School of Piraeus (ISP), Piraeus, Attica

What were your favorite parts of the Science United Festival?

"Conducting an experiment with a real receiver and exchanging ideas through videos from
other teams, which inspired the children and gave them new ideas for experiments,
constructions, and ways of expression.”

E. Karpouza, 3rd Primary School of Riza, Zakynthos

"Everything was wonderful."
K. Giovani, IOM Unaccompanied Minors Shelter at Piraeus, Attica

"The joy on the students' faces when they saw their video posted and when they received
their certificates."
D. Manthou, 3rd Primary School of Konitsa, loannina

"The experiments."
N. Mitsioni, KEAN Larissa Accommodation Facility for Unaccompanied Minors
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"The students' enthusiasm, cooperation, teamwork, and talents that came to light."
E. Michaliere, 2nd Primary School of Xanthi

"The excellent organization and the joy of the children's participation.”
M. Kotsiopoulos, KEAN Larissa Shelter for Unaccompanied Minors

Our programs reach teachers and students all over Greece. Our in-person programs are
available in the Athens area, where most unaccompanied minors are staying. Although we have
in the past explored the possibility of expanding our work with partners in Turkiye, it is
currently impossible to attempt something like this, given the fact that we had a rough year and
our own local programs need growth. In the 2025 Fellowship year, we will attempt to expand
our non-typical science lessons to Thessaloniki and implement Science Fun Club and HELLO
Science! there as well, rdirectly reachingrefugee students.

What are the next milestones and goals for your program? How do you want to expand it?

Since August 2024 we managed to move to an office in Athens, which has enabled us to host
volunteers and a new team member, as mentioned earlier. This was last year’s milestone that
we accomplished by taking a leap of faith mainly, since there was no particular sponsorship for
this new expenditure.

For the next year we are going to focus on sustainability of the organization and our programs,
by raising more funds through grants, donations and selling our services, and expanding the
team’s working hours to two people fulltime and one person part time.

At the same time, we aim to continue all our programs and increase our impact. We are
focusing to reaching to refugee children ourselves directly with our non-formal education
programs: our tested successful STEM workshops HELLO Science! for unaccompanied minors
living in shelters and our new program Science Fun Club, reaching refugee children at
community centers next to camps and in the city, in Athens and Thessaloniki.
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Please share two of the most compelling success stories of children in your program with
photos, name, and age. This can also be in the form of videos. We often use these success
stories for our website. If there are restrictions on their use, please let us know.

Supporting refugee children in community centers and public schools

With the absence of non-formal education in the camps, SUP’s team seized the opportunity to
provide lessons directly to refugee children at 2 community centers and a school. Here’s the
story of our team carrying out a pilot to test the effectiveness of a new worksheet for the Pom
Pom Catapult kit with Yasmine, a 10-year-old from Afghanistan, at Cheirapsies Community

Center in Korinthos.

.and finally created a graph with her
datal -

This activities were proved to be very successful and led to the addition of another Goal in this
year’s Renewal Request: the Science United Club! A series of workshops provided twice a
month at a community center near Athens or Thessaloniki, giving children the opportunity to

engage in experiential science learning through fun and engaging activities.
© —

P 2 . :
Figure 4 Katerina teaching a science activity at the 2nd Korinthos Middle School, for the afternoon class with refugee students and their

physics teacher Thekla Giannouli.
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/29oDFMMCgQE?feature=oembed
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Unaccompanied minor participants have pinned HELLO Science! certificates on
their bedroom walls.

Science United Project’s program HELLO Science! has captivated students’ hearts again this
year. Most of this year’s workshops were provided to students living in IOM’s Emergency
Accommodation Facilities. These children aged from | 1-17 years old have had recently arrived
in Greece and are waiting for their asylum applications decisions. Their participation in the
STEM workshops we design and facilitate for them is phenomenal, having them focusing on
building scientific instruments from everyday materials, performing experiments, collecting data
in their worksheets and doing math. After every session we award them with a certificate of
participation, since we were informed that these students really appreciate certificates. We
were moved to learn from their teachers that after weeks from our workshops, students still
remembered and referred to HELLO Science! as one of the best learning experiences they ever
had. Some students have even pinned their HELLO Science! certificates on their bedroom wall.

N, e, 158 bR Y- 3 |

Fi}ure 5 Katerina leading a HELLO Science STEM worksho_p on Mass with the Hanger Balance Scale kit. Al participating students received
a certificate.

Science United Festival Graduation ceremony at our co-fellow Lexi’s Azraq Center

2025 Science United Festival team Wonder Minds
AECF teachers Mrs. Amal and Mrs. Manar organized
, a wonderful graduation ceremony to conclude their
‘,,.‘/ P participation! Everyone received their certificates

A and Mrs. Amal thanked everyone who contributed.

¥ Sending love from Greece all the way to Azragq,
Jordan!
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/3qr0LfLel1M?feature=oembed
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Science Fun Club: a successful pilot for next year’s science activities for children at community
centers

On June 2lst, 2025, 7 amazing little scientists were acquainted with Physics, Mathematics,
Chemistry and Biology through hands-on activities with Science United Project’s science kits. All
scientists  collected stickers in their
membership cards and got to keep their
experiments to show continue learning and
engage their family. Science Fun Club is being
scheduled to provide non-topical science
learning to refugee children living in camps, by
offering 2 months of weekly hands-on
activities. Set in the beginning of the school
year, the Science Fun Club will provide
afterschool support for refugee children to
learn new science concepts and explore
natural phenomena. The Science Fun Club
members will take part in the Science United
Festival as a team, presenting their own
science project to a global community, receiving encouraging comments from refugee scientist
mentors and certificates to enrich their CV.
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/vDsd3rY6ovY?feature=oembed

